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ABSTRACT

Libraries in the school support us to motivate education and develop us to the top level
without any discrimination in relation to race and language. It motivates the students to
change their habits and improve the reading skills, thinking pattern, research abilities and
skills for debates. The purpose of this research is to identify the impact of schools’
environment on promoting reading habits among the school students. The objective of
this study is to know the position of the schools’ administration, subject teachers, teacher
in charge of library, and library within the school in influencing students’ reading habits.
The study employs area research methods considering 1AB schools (n=16) among all
schools (n=114) in Jaffna Education Zone which is one of the five education zones in the
Jaffna District. 10% students (n=402) among the students (n=4017) in these schools were
randomly selected for this research. 10% teachers (n=48) who teach these students and
teacher in charge of the library (n=16) of these schools are also included in this sample.
Data collection methods include issuing questionnaire to the students, subject teachers
and teacher in charge of the library and interviews with librarians in charge at the
schools, subject teachers and the parents of the students (n=245). In addition, school
library activities and library records were observed to collect the data from 16 schools.
The data analyses include percentage analysis, correlation coefficient and graphs by using
SPSS. The findings of this study reveal that lack of interest of the teachers, lack of
corporation of the schools’ administration, lack of guidance given by the teacher in charge
of the library, lack of human resource and physical resources of the library influence
reading habits of the students in the school environment.
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