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ABSTRACT

As Sri Lanka is a growing country academic success has been more essential than
developed countries. Some reasons for this are considered to be economic
empowerment, produce a knowledgeable and skilled workforce and the possibility for
rural human beings to earn their living through becoming academically successful. And

also education is a dominant way of attaining these objects.

The term ‘academic success’ is one of the most widely ysed constructs in educational
research and assessment within higher education. This study attempts to find out the
critical factors affecting student academic success in higher education institutes in Sri
Lanka. In accordance with literature review and existing findings, there are literature
and empirical knowledge gaps regarding the critical factors affecting student academic
success in higher education in,Sri Lankan context. This study was conducted to fill

these gaps with this objective in the higher education institutes in Sri Lanka.

The population of the study 4s éll undergraduates of who are steflying in fifteen state
universities in Sri Lanka and primary data that has been uswed for the study were
obtained from 400 undergraduates who are studding in sglected state universities as
Eastern Umversﬁy Sri Lanka Umversr[y of Peradeniya, University of Sri
Jayawardenepura and the Uvh Wellassa University of Sri Lanka :ﬁsing convenience
sampling. The collected data has been analhyzed using univariate and exploratory factor
analysis. Univariate analysis (descriptivé Statistics) has been adopted by using the
SPSS 22 package and Microsoft Excel 2013 software versions were used to generate
the analyzed outcome. According to the exploratory factor analysis results explored
new three factors affecting student academic success in higher education that named as
motivation towards academic activity, attitude towards lecturers and habit/ behavior in
the classroom. According to the univaﬁiate analysis results showed the mean value of
factors and their concluded items, based on the decision rule, indicates there are high
level of Motivation towards academic activity and attitude towards lecturers and also
there is moderate level of habit/ behavior in classroom. The findings of this study are

useful in further enlarging and enriching applications of these concepts in practice.

Keywords: Academic success, Critical factors, Higher education institutes,

Exploratory Factor Analysis
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