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ABSTRACT

Agricultural inlormation dissemi ation tl the correcl lime in the corect lonnrt is

essential at the grass root level Thc govemment ofSri La ka has recently introduccd

e- Sri Lanta iniliatives thal use lnfonnalion and commulication Technologies (lC]-)

10 dovelop thc economy of Sri Lanka The latcst TCT illitiative o1'Cybcr Agriculture

Wikipedia alias Wikigo|iyo is a p?,tticipatory and interactive web tool for agricultrrre

development in Sri Lanka throLLgh thc participatjon ofAgriculture Comnunity (AC).

Wikigorifa is an ideal iool to lneet the needs of the fanning community as a \\fiole

and cspecially to the Norlhern and Eastern province isolated due to the 30 years of

civil ul rest. But This Extension tool is clcated on Sjnhala aid English rnedium but

Tamil page was 1<ept blank.

Thc study was cond[cted at Audio Visual Center AVC, Gannoruwa to develop thc

pafticipatory world lvide Nebsitc in Tamil ICT lbr North East Agriculture

Comnlunity, to l'acilitate the transfer ol'agriculture irformation tlrough Multi media

own mofher language. Thc authoring cnvironment ol the program is \lsed to create

the multimedia production and bring all the clements together. The basic Wikipedia

was clevelopcd using Media Wiki softrvare, discu,ssion l_orum which was crealed as

lhe suDDort of nilre.com.

1

The web pages were pre tcsted and evalualed with 60 partjcipants duing an

Awareness rvork shop conducted and questionnajre survey \\'as done. Data rvas

collected about Content ofthe Leaming material, StrLrclue ofthe Leanling matelial,

Quality of the intbnnation, lnteractivily, Availability, Liability of the inlbnn.rt on'

Overall evaluation, which data u'ere alalyzcd



Around 85% of the pafticipanls were satislied on overall shucture of the three web

tool components developed. Majority of lvorkshop pafiicipants were satisfied with

the content of the web tool lean]ing materials. About 670% of workshop participants

were satisfied with user Aiendliness of the websile and 60o% of respondents were

positive about the participation ofthe agriculture community is funher enhancing the

contents ofthe web pages.

Keywords: Particjpatory website, Agriculture community, Wigoriya, e-Leamtng.
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