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ABSTRACT

Agricultural information dissemination at the correct time in the correct format 1s
essential at the grass root level. The government of Sri Lanka has recently introduced
e- Sri Lanka initiatives that use Information and communication Technologies (1CT)
to develop the economy of Sri Lanka The latest ICT initiative of Cyber Agriculture
Wikipedia alias Wikigoviya is a participatory and interactive web tool for agriculture
development in Sri Lanka through the participation of Agriculture Community (AC).
Wikigoviya is an ideal tool to meet the needs of the farming community as a whole
and especially to the Northern and Eastern province isolated due to the 30 years of
civil un rest. But This Extension tool is created on Sinhala and English medium but

Tamil page was kept blank.

The study was conducted at Audio Visual Center AVC, Gannoruwa to develop the
participatory world wide website in Tamil ICT for North East Agriculture
Community, to facilitate the transfer of agriculture information through Multi media
own mother language. The authoring environment of the program is used to create
the multimedia production and bring all the clements together. The basic Wikipedia

was developed using Media Wiki software, discussion forum which was created as

. .

the support of ning.com.
1
!

The web pages were pre tested and evaluated with *60 participants during an
Awareness work shop conducted and questionnaire survey was done. Data was
collected about Content of the Learning material, Structure of the Learning material,
Quality of the information, Interactivity, Availability, Liability of the information,

Overall evaluation, which data were analyzed.



Around 85% of the participants were satisfied on overall structure of the three web
tool components developed. Majority of workshop participants were satisfied with
the content of the web tool learning materials. About 67% of workshop participants
were satisfied with user friendliness of the website and 60% of respondents were
positive about the participation of the agriculture community is further enhancing the

contents of the web pages.

Keywords: Participatory website, Agriculture community, Wkigoviya, e-Learning.

P



TABLE OF CONTENTS

BB SHIR ACTN L oiis s smne T e P P L i

P NIV BRGEMENT . .isiwnnuumvossamon conmmsmunsnns smn smsnassmmsss, s @ 1
B R EEEONTENTS . omssnswmmmmmme s s masr s misssss o w900 e I
ISIEOE TABLES .. covvronmmmmm smsmm i s 0 48 S 07 RR R o s basiiis i s viit
TR EIGIIRES ... . ooonommenmoe somns s§ 5858000 v S0 SR 5005 w0 X

B R R N EIATTTOMNS . v mim o o msmsm e 00 0 T P58 i i RS X

CHAPTER 01 oo SO s
ISR GDUCTTION. v e S S S Ul

1.1 Background of the study......coaimm i e s 01
102 Probleti SAtBIHE  covssmeame o s omm vom s smmnmsipmmms s smmmn s =0 conee (%

B T iTemslucaerd us s b ————————— e U4

1 2 General ObJECHVES wiusicranssismmsnens cnmsrnssn smeysupinnmnne ssnmnn s dns U4

1.5 Scopeof the Stady . ..oy crvimmeesasrammmmmmpysnnse oo fdsisagy 60 0

156 PALZEL GOUD oo isnwmsppmmsmmmemsyamsnsmns yronsg s s o

CHAPTER 2 ..o onr mmmnos s 08 006 o5 e S s S B RS
REVIEW OF LITERATURE oo e —— U/

2.1 The agricultural sector in Sri Lanka. ..o

D o401 ) {



TS RS S SR o 08
A T T o g e 09
BRI OV IR O LOAIIING <oonesumomsusamms sy bas s s Vs o 64 10

2.5.1 e-Learning products and services

| cribrace A Tange L ISMUTES «.ovanmsoncanmms s wass s s 10
2.5.2. @haracteristics 6 an 8- LEATHING . .- oo vomimini wvvun wovsitimamies s sis s 11
SEREne (1S 0L e [ BAMNIRG .. .cmemesnvssins samii b e ARy i 12
D8l e-learming BartiErs s s i s s s s i s s i s 12
2.6 Multimedia use in Agriculture ............ooooiiiii.. (e B % A 13
2T WNEtWOTKING oo cossinnica L e ST 14
B ROV IALIERIIND. oodonsiesiehibabsbosomsisumbe s sy s 16

2.9 Use of computer based technology in

Agriculture extension in Sri Lanka ............ S N = v 18
210 Key feaitires of the SolUbiol cusravmmsummmsssiaamemmis s 19
2.11 e-Crop Advisory Project ...................... T e 20

3
2.12 An Alternative Approach to Cyber

Extension: Digital/ Wireless Extension Strategies ...... R 21

2.13 Digital Extension Strategy .........ocooeoioiiiiiieiiniianns s

2.13.1 Use of IMM CD-ROMs as Crop

Based Information Material ... . ... ossimsssnomss e e 2



2.13.2 Distance learning mechanism for Agriculture

Research and Production Assistants (ARPAS) ... 23
2.13.3 Evolution of Cyber Agriculture Extension ...................0 23
7 14 Use of IMM CD-ROMs as Crop Based Information Material ...... 24
2.15 Expanded use of onling RESOUTCES .........oovvmniiiiiiniees 25
2.16 Farmer Database for c-marketing ... 25
2.17 Toll Free Agriculture Advisory SErvice ...........o.oooiiiioieennnns 25
2.18 Cyber Agriculture Wikipedia (www.goviya.dk) ..o 25
2.19 Upgrading Rural Agriculture Extension
Office to the level of National Audio Visual Centre ................... 26
2.19.1 Establishment of Cyber User Groups. .......cooooveiiimienn 26
2.19.2 Joint ventures with other organizallons ...........cooviieniiiieenns 26
: | ;
2.20 Expansion of e — Learning — Agricultide .........c.cooveiinniinnnnn 28
CHAEPTER U3 ... . ooonnom ot iy s s s A ke sy e S 29
METHOD L OG Y ettt e e aee e iaim et Bt 29
3 itESdREON s someen ‘,i .................... 29
3.2 Information need assessment ................... R AR AR 29
3.3Literature review on subject matler .........ocooiiiiiiii 30
3.4Gathering infOrMAation .......coovviiviiiiiiiiiim e 30
3.5 Identification of Agricultural information needs ..................... 30

vi



S o + s eritaly e et
i e e L G e e T e R
37 Product Review ..............

3.7. 1. Agripediad Encevelopedias
372 E—LEATIING oottt et it e e e

3.7.3Agric Discussion Forum ... .

3.8 Through the questionnaire survey |
responses were obtained on the

following related Lo the webhpage development ..o
3.9 Technical needs for web page development

310 Content Outhining
3.11 Flow Charting and Branching oo
3.12 Writing Story Boards ... oo e AR AR

3.3 Awareness Program aboul the new Web Page oo v
L4 b

CHAPTER 04 ... . T : R B e B

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION ... b sy PR R A

.

4.1 Pratiich — Weh el e HBVBNpe: coowesmsmmssmacommmmsmmsmaomonss

4.1.2 Facial appearance of web Sit€ cu-wivinivinn SO C IO

4.1.3 Wiki Govi Lanka (Inevelopedia/ Wikipedi )

4.1.3 Wiki Govi Learning (Agriculture ¢ bearmng )
A ASUrvey TRSIULES .. s sRe s e B
4.2 Conterit ol the web tool material oo m o e sor somsssme

34

sy

e



4.3 Structure of the Information ............coooviiiieriieiiiieieeen 42
L Walitrof the NFOrMAtion ...ooxceimmiesivrismesssms ss e 43
4.5 Availability of information to Farming community .................... 43
4.6 Opportunity to browse the web site

At helr WOrKing DlACRIOF .. cowmms - vwnsmmmnmenna g sy b op b EES RS0 44

4.7 Participation of the Agriculture

community/ nourish the web

e es b RAEING COMMMEILY o arnnso s oo s mmss s s S8 i 44
RN avioatiiig NS WENEIIE (oormmsmemmor o sosmmame s oo _ 45
4. 9. Recommend to other General public and students .................. 45

0 Dverall evaluation of the prodiiet . .vspmesyimmsmssimsms G0

4.11 General comments on the ¢ — Information ... 46
UG ) v U " 47
STININMARY ANDCONCLUNS s i sumswem o s s s ssms 47
Sl B v ORI P - . 7 L 47
R G O PSRRIV \48

TP

Vil



